MISCELLANEQUS NOTES 


Sclater 1891) and Lydekker (1907). Thus, it could be safely 
assumed that the Brahmaputra (precisely, its major 
distributary, the Jamuna in Bangladesh) and one of its major 
tributary, the Manas river marked the eastern limit of the 
distribution of the Blackbuck in the recent past, while the 
Manas river in Assam was the easternmost (c. 90° 54' E) 
(Fig. 1). 
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5. RANGE EXTENSION OF THE MOUNTAIN HAWK-EAGLE NISAETUS (=SPIZAETUS) NIPALENSIS 
TO UTTAR KANARA DISTRICT IN NORTHERN KARNATAKA, INDIA 
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The Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus (=Spizaetus) 
nipalensis has two races in India, namely nipalensis Hodgson 
1836, and kelaarti Legge 1878 (Ali and Ripley 1987; Naoroji 
2006). N.n. nipalensis is recorded from northern India to 
north-eastern Hill states and eastern Himalayas. The other 
race, kelaarti has been observed in the Western Ghats from 
Kerala to central Karnataka (Grimmett et a/.1999; Rasmussen 
and Anderton 2005; Naoroji 2006). 

Narnali village (15° 19' N; 74° 78' E) in Haliyal taluka 
located in Uttar Kanara District, northern Karnataka, has a 
small percolation tank on the village boundary surrounded 
by degraded semi-evergreen forests. In January 2010, we 
spotted the Mountain Hawk-Eagle sitting on a Terminalia 


tomentosa tree at a height of 20 m. The bird was sitting there 
for 30 minutes unmindful of human activity around it. We 
saw the Eagle at the same location for two consecutive days. 

Naoroji (2006) mentions his own observation of 
N.n. kelaarti near villages and disturbed forests in contrast 
with reports of this species requiring mature forests (Naoroji 
2006). 

The northernmost record of N.n. kelaarti is from 
BabaBudan hills in Chikmagalur district of Karnataka 
(Naoroji 2006). This sighting extends its range to Uttar Kanara 
district in northern Karnataka. Our observation also indicates 
that N.n. kelaarti can be seen near human habitations and 
degraded forests as mentioned by Naoroji (2006). 
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